
Defining Excellence for 
Shared Resources Worldwide



 What is ABRF? 

International scientific society dedicated to advancing technologies, education and  

communication and reproducible research in operations of shared scientific resources.

• ABRF is a non-profit professional membership organization and  
member of the Federation of American Societies of Experimental  
Biology (FASEB)

• Founded in 1989, ABRF currently includes over 2900 members
working in biomedical laboratories in 16 countries representing
academia, government and industry

• ABRF promotes research, technology, communication and education

• A member-driven society that relies on volunteers for ongoing  
activities

• Members access unique resources and professional opportunities

https://abrf.org



What’s Your Role?

Academic  
Researcher

Core Director/  
Manager

Core Facility  
Technologist

Principal  
Investigator

Staff  
Scientist

Corporate  
Researcher



ABRF Members by Professional Role
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ABRF Members Professional Interests

Genomics, 28%

Core Administration, 
26%Flow Cytometry, 

10%

Mass Spectrometry, 
9%

Bioinformatics, 8%

Imaging, 10%

Other, 7%



ABRF Member Growth 2017-2024
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✓ 450+ Academic institutions
✓ 17 Countries
✓ 48/50 top are NIH institutions
✓Member of FASEB (science policy)

Individual 
Members, 283, 

9%

Institutional 
Member Contacts, 

2,283, 77%

Group Member 
Contacts, 382, 

13%

Others, 19, 0.6%

ABRF Membership Distribution

2,900+ 
Members
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ABRF
Institutional Members
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WACD, 6

ABRF Institutional Members

by Chapter 



ABRF Members by State

CT   20
DE   7
MA  89
MD 101
NJ  47
RI   3
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18



ABRF Members in SEASR by State



ABRF includes members from each of these countries:

ABRF’s Global Reach
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ABRF Members by Regional Chapter

THE MIDWEST ASSOCIATION OF CORE DIRECTORS



ABRF - Helping You Make the Most of Your Commitment  
to Shared Resource Facilities

Institution’s Goals (1)

• Improve Funding and Business  

Operations for Shared Resource Facilities

• Increase the Discoverability and Access  

of Shared Resources

• Better Meet Evolving Resource Needs

• Professionalize Careers in Shared  

Resources

ABRF’s Role

• Access a global network of core facilities  

leaders

• Advocacy and engagement with federal  

policy makers to make the case for  

increased funding

• Outreach and collaboration with allied  

scientific societies; convene industry  

partners and research officers to identify  

future directions

• Create a professional development  

curriculum for core facilities personnel
Source:  Maximizing Shared Research Resources, FASEB,2017



ABRF: Where do you fit?

National 
and Chapter 

Meetings

Committees

Research 
Groups



How Can ABRF Help You?

Meet Your Needs

Education – learn more about the latest 

scientific and technology advances

Benchmarking – understand how other 

core facilities operate

Problem-Solving – connect with peers to 

ask questions

Professional Development – add 

experience to advance your career

Networking – find your peers in the core 

facilities community

ABRF Opportunities/Resources
• Year-round content on today’s key 

developments 

• Articles and presentations developed by ABRF 

members

• Committees, working groups, and discussion 

forums to engage with colleagues

• Speaking, publishing, and leadership 

opportunities



• Enroll in the ABRF  
Mentoring Program

• Explore Career Center

• Advertise Take 
Advantage of ABRF 
Core Marketplace

• Drive Science Policy with 
our Umbrella 
Organization FASEB

• Post questions to ABRF  
Core Community

 

Mentoring-Networking-Career Navigation



ABRF Activities

• Annual Meetings (national and regional)
• Research Groups
• Education Workshops 
• Leadership Opportunities
• Peer Mentoring Groups
• Virtual Town Halls

https://abrf.org



Match your interests with an 

ABRF Committee

• Career Development

• Communications

• Core Administrators’ Network

• Core Rigor and Reproducibility

• Corporate Relations

• Education

• Membership

ABRF Committees

ABRF Council

• Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Belonging



ABRF Research Groups

Often referred to as the heart and soul of the ABRF,  

Research Groups (RGs) are organized by ABRF  

members to advance specific biotechnologies and  

analytical techniques for the benefit of core and  

research laboratories.



https://abrf.org/research-groups

Genomics

Proteomics,  
Metabolomics  

& Mass  
Spectrometry

Imaging/
Flow Bioinformatics

DNA Sequencing Metabolomics
Flow Cytometry

Genomics  
Bioinformatics

Genome Editing
Proteome

           Informatics Light Microscopy

Genomics Proteomics

Metagenomics & 
Microbiome

HistoImmunoChemistry

Research Groups

https://abrf.org/research-groups


Sample Research Group activities:
- New studies
- Posters
- Presentations
- Publications





Publications



Professional Development

• Publishing in ABRF’s Journal of Biomolecular  
Techniques (JBT)
– Offers a platform for publication of research pertaining  

to core facilities
– Provides an opportunity for publication of best  

practices in core facility management and operations

• Annual Education Programs
– Learn from peers and experts on the latest best  

practices for core facilities management, including  
financial benchmarking and staff leadership

– Hear from researchers about new and emerging  
scientific advances

– Engage with corporate partners to understand how to  
maximize the return on investment for core facilities  
technology

https://abrf.org



Engage with Corporate Technology Partners

• ABRF members collaborate with leading biotechnology  
instrumentation providers to make the most of their  
investments in shared resources. Partners share current and  
upcoming technology advances and want to hear from ABRF  
members about their needs and challenges.

The ABRF Corporate Relations Committee manages these  
vital connections. Contact them (abrf@abrf.org) to learn 
how to get involved.



Core Community

• Connect with peers
• Exchange information
• Library resources
• Engagement
• Q & A
• Recommendations

https://abrf.connectedcommunity.org 

https://abrf.connectedcommunity.org/


SEASR Community

• Connect instantly with 500 regional 
colleagues

• Post questions and contribute to online 
discussions

• Share and access resources in online 
library

• All members in the SEASR region are 
automatically included in the SEASR 
Community



ABRF Compensation Survey Report

• Benchmark your salary and benefits

• Details available for:

• Administrators

• Bioinformaticians 

• Directors

• Staff Scientists 

• Research Staff

• Data cover over 1600 positions from more than 200 core 
facilities across 26 states 

• Review key staff recruitment and retention concerns

• Identify regional variations in compensation and benefits for 
your role

• Report is complimentary for ABRF members

https://www.abrf.org/abrf-compensation-survey-report 

https://www.abrf.org/abrf-compensation-survey-report


Access to Meeting Content



Meeting Your Needs

Have you asked yourself these questions?

- How do I connect with other people who work in Cores?

- What’s the best way to evaluate new technology options for my facility?

- How can my Core be recognized in publications or research reports?

- Whom can I turn to for help to manage my Core’s business operations?

- Are there any standard rates for shared resource services?

- Where can I learn more about how to advance my career?



ABRF Regional Chapters

• Connect with  
colleagues in your  
area

• Exchange ideas and  
network with peers

• Identify local  
resources and  
technology partners

THE MIDWEST ASSOCIATION OF CORE DIRECTORS



ABRF Calendar of Events

October 21-22
Louisville, KY

June 12-14
Nashville, TN

November 12-13
La Jolla, CA

August 14-16
New Brunswick, NJ

October 16-18
Albany, NY

ABRF 2025 Annual Meeting 
March 23-26
Las Vegas, NV

SC3
October 8-9
Houston, TX





Finding A Voice in Our Own
Institutions

https://bit.ly/34BilLB

New:  FASEB Maximizing 
Shared  Research Resources
Report Part III

Identifies five key areas to 
sustain shared research 
resources:

• Improve institutional 
stewardship

• Expand access

• A diverse, equitable and 
inclusive workforce

• Increase investment

• Prioritize sustainability in 
decision-making 





How Can You Get Involved?

• Join a Research Group or  
Committee

• Attend a Regional Chapter  
or Annual Meeting

• Register for an Education  
session

• Post questions to ABRF  
Discussion Forums or  
social media

• Enroll in the ABRF  
Mentoring Program

https://abrf.org



ABRF Membership for all SEASR Attendees

• All SEASR Annual Meeting attendees who are not yet ABRF 
members are eligible for complimentary membership 
through 2024

• To activate your membership, select Join Now on the ABRF 
web site

• Enter the code:  SEASR24 at checkout

• Once your membership is activated, you’ll receive a set of 
welcome messages highlighting the range of features and 
opportunities available through ABRF.  You’ll also have access 
to exclusive ABRF member resources and preferred rates at 
other ABRF events.

• Contact us (abrf@abrf.org) with any questions.

mailto:abrf@abrf.org


POWERed by Members…

ABRF: Your Professional Community



…to EmPOWER Team Science

ABRF: Your Professional Community



Save the Date



ABRF: at the Core of Research 
Excellence and Sustainability 
(CORES)
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